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At the outset., therefore, I wish to refer to the true interpretation of these terms given by Swami Dayanand Saraswati on the authority of Shatapath Brahmana XIII i; 6, 3 ; IV 3, L
"Ashwamedka" means cca king's governing the people with justice and equity and righteousness, a person working in the cause of education and other beneficent reforms^ and the burning of clarified butter and odorous substances, in a clear fire for the purification of the atmosphere."
"Gomedha" means "the purifying of food substances the subjugation of the senses, the use of the solar rays and the improving of the world around."
"Narmedha" means "the cremating of the body of a person, when dead, in accordance with the injunction Vedas."
This makes the matter quite clear; but still we are left in the dark as to the real notion of 'Sacrifice3 which the divine singers had. To find it out I shall now sift all the evidence that is available, and on the test of the true principles of sacrifice., I shall prove that killing of animals before -God and in His name is irreligious.
If we analyse the phases of thought in the Vedic hymns, we find that the conceptions regarding the creation of the world fall in three distinct classes. The first kind of conception is the most poetic and it is that, "The Gods built the world." A vedic poet may be pictured as singing some